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By joining us at our annual event, you are directly
supporting the feeding, caring, transporting, resettling,
educating, training and support of your neighbors.

Thank You TO OUR GENEROUS SPONSORS

Dear Friends,

Welcome

On behalf of the board of directors and staff of Jewish Family Services of
Washtenaw County, we are delighted you are here to help us celebrate our
community and honor those whose time and talent empower our mission.
Our mission is simple: we aim to create solutions, promote dignity and
inspire humanity through everything we do.
And we do a lot! We invite you to visit our website, friend us on Facebook,
volunteer where you can make a real difference, subscribe to our weekly
newsletter, invite us to your service club or contact us for a tour in order to
learn more about how we serve more than 10,000 people in Washtenaw
County each year. We welcome you to be an intricate part of the mosaic.
Mosaic is a metaphor for the mélange of life experiences and vibrant
diversity of the staff, clients, volunteers, supporters and community partnerships that shape JFS. Please join us after this afternoon’s program to
participate in creating a mosaic commissioned by JFS especially for today’s
event. Once completed, the piece will have a place of honor at JFS and we’d
like nothing better than to know you, literally, had a hand in creating it.
Mark and Fran Berg have had a hand in making JFS the agency it is today.
They have provided leadership, wise counsel and longstanding friendship
and support to us. They have strengthened our agency and our community.
We are so honored to pay tribute to them this afternoon.
We also pay tribute today to our lenders, who made a socially conscious
decision to help JFS purchase our permanent home and protect our future.
With deep gratitude we would also like to acknowledge the many volunteers, community partners, donors and friends of the agency who make it
possible for us to do our work. On behalf of the clients we serve, welcome
and thank you.
Warm regards,
Susan Sefansky
President, Board of Directors

Anya Abramzon
Executive Director

Program
Please be seated in the auditorium by 2:00 p.m.
Emcees
Ken Fischer and Barbara Stark-Nemon
Honorary Chairs
Marjorie and Barry Checkoway
Elizabeth and Stephen Palms
Josh Pokempner and Gretchen Gardner
Barbara Stark-Nemon and Barry Nemon
Musical Performances
“Song from a Secret Garden”
by composer Rolf Løvland
Plus: A medley of tunes from around the world
All performed by Valentin Kovalev and Aiwen Zhang

V&A is an award-winning saxophone duo that redefines the boundaries
of musical genres—fusing classical virtuosity with the electricity of a rock
band, the spontaneity of a jazz combo and the beauty of a saxophone.
They have performed across North America, Europe and Asia. Each of them
previously launched a solo career as a concert artist; between them, they
have received more than 50 prizes and awards internationally. Aiwen and
Valentin met at the Paris Conservatory and graduated from the University
of Michigan. They are currently based in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

“Take Care of This House” by Leonard Bernstein
Performed by Alexandra Gusikhin, mezzo soprano
Accompanied by Aleks Shameti on piano

STROLLING RECEPTION
Music provided by Little Bands
Food provided by Moveable Feast
Additional desserts donated by Zingerman’s

Participate in building an original JFS Mosaic:

Mosaic of Our Community

The mosaic is a metaphor for the development and growth of
Jewish Family Services of Washtenaw County, where the vibrant diversity of
staff, clients, volunteers, supporters and community partnerships combine to
create the exquisite, one-of-a-kind masterpiece we call JFS.
Original Mosaic created by Nataliya Pryzant.
Upon completion, the 4-foot finished mosaic will be installed in the JFS lobby.

The Bernstein Award
The Bernstein Award was established in honor of Claire and Isadore
Bernstein z”I, leaders in the Ann Arbor Jewish Community. It is
presented to outstanding individuals, businesses and organizations
demonstrating exemplary service to JFS and the community.
THIS YEAR, JFS IS PROUD TO PRESENT
THE BERNSTEIN AWARD TO:
Mark Berg and Fran Lewy Berg

Mark and Fran’s extraordinary support of JFS, spanning
over 20 years, embodies the Bernstein Award.
Their many contributions have strengthened the agency
beyond measure. Their contributions have radiated outward
through community services and resources.

The Amster Award
The Herb Amster Center was established in honor of Herb Amster z”l, a beloved
local entrepreneur and innovative leader, and this award is presented to
individuals, businesses and organizations for achievement in leadership
and involvement in The Amster Center.
THIS YEAR, JFS IS PROUD TO PRESENT
THE AMSTER AWARD TO:
Patti Aaron
Carol Amster z”l
Joan Binkow
Robert Bagramian and Linda Bennett
Mark and Fran Berg
Grace Boxer
Alan and Bette Cotzin
Stuart and Heather Dombey
Susan Fisher
Paul and Judy Freedman
Josh Pokempner and Gretchen Gardner
Steve and Joyce Gerber
Mona and Edward Goldman
Kathleen D. Thomas and Marge Greene
Richard and Susan Gutow
Hebrew Free Loan Detroit
Phyllis and David Herzig
Robert and Barbara Hooberman
David and Louise Lutton
Barry Nemon and Barbara Stark-Nemon
Alan Levy and Susan Pollans
Cara and Michael Berg Raunick

Thank you to the Amster Award recipients for
helping us purchase our forever home.
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Board of Directors

OFFICERS
Susan Sefansky, President
Ellen Abramson, President-Elect
Mark Berg, Vice President, Facilities
Alan Levy, Co-Vice President, Facilities
Deborah Keller-Cohen, Vice President, Governance
Margie Checkoway, Vice President, Community Outreach and Development
Leslie Kamil, Vice President, Personnel and Accreditation; Secretary of Record
Susan Fisher, Treasurer
BOARD MEMBERS
Leslie Bash
Christopher Bergen
Midge Cone
Charles Garvin
Steve Gerber
Rachel Glick

Phyllis Herzig
Sara Hoffman
Barbara Hooberman
Marla Linderman
Richelew

Irwin Martin
Jerry Melchiode
Elizabeth Palms
Linh Song
Eileen Thacker

Mosiac Planning Committee
Ken Fischer
Susan Fisher
Phyllis Herzig
Ruth Petit
Cindy Straub

Sending our sincere gratitude to
our wondrous friends at JFS who
have worked so hard to make
this event a success. They are
truly a remarkable group.
And, an equally sincere thank
you to each of the Mosaic
attendees and sponsors. Your
ongoing support – financially
and in so many other ways – has
been critical to the success of JFS
and will be even more
important in the years ahead.
With much gratitude,
Mark & Fran Berg
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Serving Washtenaw County with four locations. 734.887.2600

oldnational.com

NOMA Real Estate Services thank
Mark and Fran Berg for the difference they
make in our community by helping others.
On behalf of Doug,
Peter, and Sally Allen
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Find out how our extensive training and care
philosophy help us make meaningful connections
that lead to better, more engaging care.
Start home care today.
hwcg.com/annarbor
734.622.8190

Doing our
part for our
shared future.
It’s Citizen Verizon. Our plan for
economic, environmental and
social advancement. Learn more
at www.CitizenVerizon.com.

Thank you to David Mayer of
VideoBurst for sponsoring our video
production.
We couldn’t do it without you.

MAZEL TOV TO FRAN AND MARK!
We are so proud of the contributions you’ve made
to the Ann Arbor community. You have carried
on in the footsteps of your parents who set
a fine example of community service.
With love and pride, your sister, Leah Frances and
your niece and nephews and their families.
Cindy and Jeffrey Frances and family,
Dana and Jonathan Frances and family,
Jodi and Yitzchok Goldstein and family.

We are grateful to those who have committed to ensuring the
future of Jewish Family Services of Washtenaw County by
participating in the Life and Legacy program.
Ellen and David (z”l) Abramson
Carol Amster (z”l)
Linda Bennett & Robert Bagramian
Leslie Bash
Mark Berg & Fran Lewy Berg
Marjorie and Barry Checkoway
Deborah Keller-Cohen and Evan Cohen
Roger and Midge Cone
Alan and Bette Cotzin
Robert and Ellen Dobrusin
Annette F. Fisch
Susan R. Fisher
Ruth Freedman
Judith and Paul Freedman
Hillary Murt and Bruce Friedman
Joshua Pokempner & Gretchen Gardner
Charles Garvin
Rita and Charles (z”l) Gelman
Steve and Joyce Gerber
Nanette Gill
Susan Sefansky and David Goldstein

Cantor Regina and Mr. Avishay Hayut
Phyllis and David Herzig
Jack Billi & Sheryl Hirsch
Carol and Gideon Hoffer
Leslie H. Kamil
Marc L. Kessler
Judie and Jerry Lax
Evie and Allen Lichter
Carolyn and Paul Lichter
Nancy and Phil Margolis
Irwin and Fran Martin
Newell and Myrna Miller
Sharon and Chuck Newman
Marylen S. Oberman, Ph.D.
Stephen and Elizabeth Palms
Alan Levy and Susan Pollans
Gil Seinfeld and Debra Chopp
Elaine and Bob Sims
Arthur and Elizabeth Solomon
Larry and Roberta Tankanow
Rabbi Josh and Sarah Whinston

In honor of Mark & Fran
Our Ann Arbor family applauds your remarkable success in
supporting JFS over the years.
We treasure our decades-long bonds of friendship
and so love and admire you both.
The Benn-Lapedis, Ensor, Greene-Thomas,
Mollen-Tanoury, Taylor & Weber clan

The Staff and Board of Jewish Family
Services would like to say a very
special THANK YOU to Fran Martin for her
outstanding efforts in organizing the first
ever Mosaic Online and Silent Auction.
We are truly grateful to her for securing
the items and making the auction a reality.

Thank You
Simone Yehuda and Barry
Shapiro salute you!
We treasure your friendship.
Ann Arbor and Jewish Family
Services are so fortunate to
know such outstanding and
generous individuals.

JFS is
love in
action

All our love,
Simone and Barry

Patti Aaron

Congratulations JFS on the
purchase of their
permanent home!

MazelTov
to Mark and Fran
Jules, Joanna, and Ira

Thank you
for years of incredible
service to the community

congratulate

We
Mark and Fran and our
Amster Award honorees!

thank you

A hearty
from the Board of
Directors of Jewish
Family Services
of Washtenaw County

Proud to be part of the
community where our clients
live, work, play, and retire.
As an independent, trusted, local firm for 30 years,
our commitment to the community is stronger than ever.
Our team advocates and supports area non-profits, greenways,
the arts, and athletic events, and we are honored to have a part
in building a community that’s a wonderful place to live, work,
play – and ultimately enjoy a fulfilling retirement.
Located in Ann Arbor, we’re one of the top investment advisors
in the area. We coordinate retirement strategies, assist with
estate planning, select investments, and can manage your
university TIAA, Fidelity, and other investment accounts without
transferring assets.
Learn about our team and strategies to grow
and preserve your wealth.
734-769-7727 | risadvisory.com

2301 Platt Road, Suite 300
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104

© 2022 Retirement Income Solutions is an Independent Investment
Advisor, and not affiliated with TIAA, Fidelity, or the university.

JFS of Washtenaw County
presents

WORLD
REFUGEE
DAY
2022
A celebration of Art and Culture in honor
of refugees around the world.

In collaboration with Growing Hope, join us in honoring our
refugee community as they showcase their unique knowledge
and skills at the Ypsilanti Downtown Farmers Market!

Tuesday, June 21, 2022
3:00-7:00 pm
Ypsilanti Farmers Market
Downtown
16 S. Washington St.
Find out more about JFS and how
to get involved: jfsannarbor.org

•••

S AV E T H E D AT E

•••

WALK A MILE
IN MY SHOES
Sunday October 2nd,2022

Join Jewish Family Services for the second annual
WALK A MILE IN MY SHOES
Sunday, October 2, 2022
This event helps to raise the vital funds necessary to support
our efforts in addressing the humanitarian crises around the world.
Watch our website as more details
are shared jfsannarbor.org

